
 

Message from Your President 
  

Greetings LEEF Members, 
 
Happy 2018!  I hope this message finds you well. 2017 brought many challenges when 
Hurricane Irma visited our state. Many of us are still working to clear trails and repair 
buildings at work, while also caring for our homes, families and neighbors. Of course, we 
also view the storm through the lens of environmental education. Just as large natural 
disturbances like hurricanes and fire stimulate our ecosystems, they inspire us as educators. 
We notice nature’s adaptability: frogs calling during the storm, birds back to work the next 
day, and now trees greening up with new leaves to replace the ones they lost. We notice our 
own hand in the landscape: flooded houses built atop drained wetlands, higher mortality in 
urban trees versus those in natural habitats, and the unanswered question of climate 
change’s connection to Irma. And we notice those populations among us who were most 
vulnerable - a sad reminder of the inequality in our society - pushing us to reach higher and 
do more to use environmental education as a catalyst for change. Hurricane Irma was my 
first hurricane. I am using the experience to challenge myself to learn more about how 
education can contribute to worldwide sustainable development. I encourage you all to think 
about how this experience could enhance your own journey as an educator as we start a 
new year. 
 
Thank you and the all the best for 2018! 
 
Dustin 
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In This Issue 



Environmental Education in a Changing World 

March 16 – 18, 2018 in St. Petersburg 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
seea-leef2018.com/ 

The 2018 LEEF-SEEA Conference will be in beautiful 
downtown St. Petersburg at the University of South 
Florida. We are so excited to be hosting SEEA at our 
LEEF annual conference and showcasing Florida 
Environmental Education. 

A Research Symposium will be on Friday at the 
Florida Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI).  

Concurrent Sessions will be on Saturday and a half 
day on Sunday at University of South Florida and the 
Hilton Bayfront. 

Conference strands: 

 Increasing the 
Impact of EE by 
Applying Research 
to Practice 

 Science for 
Environmental 
Educators 

 Achieving 
Environmental 
Literacy 

 EE for 
Sustainability and 
Healthy 
Communities 

 EE Outside 

Conference Highlights: 

 Field trips 

 Nightly socials 

 Keynote speakers 

 Camping opportunities at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 

 Networking with environmental educators from FL, GA, AL, KY, MS, NC, SC, and TN 

REGISTER NOW  

LEEF-SEEA Conference 2018  
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Get Involved — Board Elections 

 

August Board Retreat Highlights 

Thank you to all of our members who have 
renewed their memberships in the past few 
months!  We have transitioned our membership 
records to Wild Apricot, an online membership 
software.  While we are still working on some 
details, overall it is making membership renewals 
and new member onboarding much easier.  
Thank you for your patience! 

 

Our current membership is as follows: 

9 Families 

66 Individuals 

67 Life Members 

46 Organizations 

1 Student 

Total members: 188 

Membership Update  

New Logo 
Our new logo is here! During the last newsletter, we 
announced that LEEF was working on a new logo, branding 
guide, and website.  We will start to introduce the logo in the 
coming months, and fully transition after the March 2018 
conference. 
 
Our board meeting went well in August! 

 The board meeting was 2 1/2 hours long 

 We decided to offer fall deals for memberships  

 The social media guide was approved 

 The two tone, dark/light logo and undercase semi-rounded font for LEEF was approved 

 We are using Wix to make a new website 

 We are looking into applying for the Cedar Tree Foundation teacher training grant 
 
Ashley Hoffman, our SEEA director, spent five hours with us doing strategic planning. After five 
hours, it felt like we were just getting started. The strategic planning process will continue probably 
another six months. Ashley is going to continue guiding us, but the work will be done online, and we 
will all get to participate. Stay tuned for more. 
 
Our next board meeting  is Saturday, January 27 at Trout Lake Nature Center.  

Join the LEEF board!  Get 
involved with the professional 
organization for environmental 
educators in Florida  We are 
looking for a few motivated 
and interested individuals.  

 

Send nominations leef.florida@gmail.com  

by February 9, 2018 

Positions up for Election this year 

 President Elect 

 Treasurer 

 Director at Large for P&P R 

 Regional directors for North, East Central, 
South and Southwest. 
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Underwater Florida 

Danielle Hebert, Environmental Education/Outreach Ranger  

Big Cypress National Preserve 

The Past 

Throughout the millennia, each of our fifty states has changed and evolved, molding themselves into 
the states we know them as today.  Of all the states, however, Florida has one of the most unique 
and drastic tales of change.  Up until about two million years ago, Florida was a shallow marine sea; 
it wasn’t even a “state” at all!  All that existed was the Florida Platform, a wide and shallow 
continental shelf that would one day hold the Florida peninsula.  During this time, when Florida was 
biding its time and preparing for its eventual debut as a landmass, a lot of things were happening 
under the surface. 

In the marine waters above the Florida Platform, many microscopic sea creatures floated in the 
currents.  Not big enough to control their own movements, they were at the mercy of the waves, 
swaying to and fro with the tides.  Some of these planktonic creatures, known as foraminifers, 
produced microscopic calcium carbonate shells called “tests” to protect their fragile little bodies.  
When these foraminifers died, their tiny skeleton tests slowly floated to the bottom of the sea in a 
kind of marine snow.  Over time, these tiny skeletons formed layers of calcium carbonate sediment 
that were eventually fused into rock.  This sedimentary type rock made of calcium carbonate is, you 
guessed it, limestone!  The limestone that formed when Florida was a shallow marine sea makes up 
the bedrock of our state today.  As time went on, sea levels rose and fell and Florida emerged from 
the sea, a limestone peninsula ready to experience life out of the salty waters. 

The Present 

Florida isn’t a shallow sea anymore, but some places like Big Cypress National Preserve are still 
underwater – fresh water!  Big Cypress receives about 50 inches of fresh rainfall every year during 
our wet season (May – October).  That fresh rain water 
accumulates and covers our habitats like a sheet, 
bringing life to our entire ecosystem.  In some places 
this water is only a few inches deep, but in other areas, 
especially our cypress swamps, the water can be 
deeper than you are tall!  This water constantly flows 
south into the Gulf of Mexico where it mixes with the salt 
water and becomes the brackish water that is essential 
to our mangrove estuaries along the coastline.  This is 
the habitat where most of our favorite sea creatures 
grow up: shrimp, crabs, and fish all spend their juvenile 
years within the shelter of the mangrove roots.   

However, not all of the water makes it down to the Gulf 
of Mexico.  The rain that falls at Big Cypress also 
replenishes our surficial aquifer system here in 
Southwest Florida.  This aquifer is just below the 
surface, held within the limestone bedrock sometimes 
as shallow as 10 feet below our land surface!  It is from 
this aquifer that our region gets all of its fresh water and 
without it, we would have a serious water crisis.  We are extremely fortunate to have pristine 



habitats, like Big Cypress National Preserve that allow the water to seep into our aquifer.  The role 
that the Big Cypress Swamp plays in our fresh water story is the number one reason why this area 
was protected and why the Preserve was established back in 1974.   

The Future 

South Florida has been a shallow marine sea; it is currently one of our most important watersheds, 
but the future of this great state is up to us!  Florida wouldn’t be Florida without water.  Whether it’s 
salt or fresh, water has shaped Florida into the state that it is today and continues to be the source 
of life for our beautifully unique ecosystems and for us!  It is important that we challenge each other 
to be stewards of areas like Big Cypress National Preserve so that we can protect these fragile 
kingdoms of life.  Future generations of south Floridians depend on us preserving our watershed and 

the mangrove estuaries so they will have water and seafood to enjoy.  Through educating our young 
ones on the importance of the fresh water in places like Big Cypress, we can hope that they will one 
day continue our work and become the next stewards of the earth. 

Activity:  

Purpose: to demonstrate the chemical composition of limestone (basic, calcium carbonate) and the 
way that water enters the aquifer within it. 

Procedure:  

 Obtain small samples of limestone rock and distribute them to students.   

 Explain that limestone is basic as far as the pH scale goes and ask what would happen to it if it 
were to come in contact with an acid (a chemical reaction/fizzing/eroding, etc.). 

 Using a small bottle, place a drop of plain vinegar (a strong acid) on the limestone samples. 

 Students should observe bubbles emerging from their limestone and may notice that the vinegar 
seeps into the limestone. 

Lesson: the rain water in Southwest Florida is slightly acidic, not nearly as much as vinegar, but just 
acidic enough to slowly erode the limestone bedrock over the years and create “water 
passageways” into the aquifer.  If our bedrock was another type of stone, this reaction and result 
may not be possible and it is unlikely that we would have an aquifer at all!  Thank goodness for 
limestone! 
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Underwater Florida continued 

Hello, Environmental Educators of Florida! 

You are invited to take a short online survey about the environmental education work you are doing. 
This survey is part of a project run by Dr. Rebecca Johns at the University of South Florida St. 
Petersburg. The project is gathering data to get an overall picture of the types of non-formal 
environmental education available in our state. This is not a human subjects project; no personal 
information is required. Instead, we are interested in learning about the types of environmental 
education programs you offer at your site! The survey will only take a few minutes, so we hope you 
will participate. If you have any questions, please email Rebecca at rjohns@mail.usf.edu. 

Here is the survey link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/lGHd0ED3OBrKPKgi2 

Environmental Education Survey 

mailto:rjohns@mail.usf.edu
https://goo.gl/forms/lGHd0ED3OBrKPKgi2
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Professional Development Opportunities 

 2018 NAI National Conference 

Save the Date! 

Join us November 27 to December 1 in New Orleans as we celebrate 
our 30th anniversary at the 2018 NAI National Conference at the Marriott 
New Orleans on Canal. Check back here for the Call for Presentations, full 
conference details, and registration information. 

 
 
Mark you calendars for October 9 -13, 2018 
https://naaee.org/conference The NAAEE 48th Annual 
Conference and Research Symposium will take place in 
Spokane, Washington.   
 

Help for our Partners Puerto Rico 
The North American Association for Environmental Education’s (NAAEE) annual conference was 
scheduled for October 2017 in Puerto Rico. In the wake of Hurricane Maria and the current 
humanitarian crisis, NAAEE canceled the conference and announced an aid project called Together 
for Puerto Rico: Juntos Para Puerto Rico. This is a collaboration with our fellow NAAEE affiliate, 
Puerto Rico’s Para La Naturaleza. 

Donate: Together for Puerto Rico | NAAEEnaaee.org  

When Hurricane Maria slammed into Puerto Rico, life 
changed for every living thing on the island. Today, 
communities throughout the island are facing the biggest 
humanitarian crisis in modern history, with very limited 
access to clean water, food, health care, and other basic 
services. 

NAI Sunny Southeast Region 

“Interpretation on the Edge"  Feb 27-Mar 2, 2018  Coastal Studies Insti-
tute in Skyco on Roanoke Island, NC 
website 
Register online 

Save the dates for our 2018 regional workshop, “Interpretation on the 
Edge:” Feb 27-Mar 2, 2018, Roanoke Island, NC. Plan to come learn, 
share, relax and grow as we gather for our annual meeting on the windy, 
northeast edge of our region.  Registration is now OPEN! 

http://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Events/NAI_National_Workshop/nai/_events/NAI_National_Workshop.aspx?hkey=881321c0-ef64-4783-84bb-67a3edcc12e3
https://naaee.org/conference
https://naaee.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=35
http://naaee.org/
https://naaee.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=35
https://nairegion3.wordpress.com/annual-workshop/
https://www.interpnet.com/nai/nai/_events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=r3_2018
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy2uu-_7nYAhXIyyYKHSIHBr0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnairegion3.wordpress.com%2Fannual-workshop%2F&psig=AOvVaw0IbPAUvthG7izah6o_HU9Y&ust=1515007121312054


Florida Invasive Plant Education Initiative & Curriculum 
Center for Aquatic & Invasive Plants 
 
The UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants is now recruiting teachers for their annual 
teacher workshop, Plant Camp. This 5-day professional development workshop, to be held June 11-
15, 2018, is designed for educators interested in learning more about the 130-plus invasive plant 
species invading Florida’s natural areas and neighborhoods as well as the native flora and fauna that 
make our state so unique. The workshop includes hands-on field and lab experiences that will 
strengthen background knowledge and confidence for teaching this subject, while also providing 32 
hours of professional development credit. Plant Camp graduates return to their classrooms with an 
abundance of activities and resource materials (estimated $500 value). There is no cost for 
educators to attend the workshop.   
 

We will be accepting applications for the program from 12/12/17 – 2/18/18. 

Professional Development Opportunities 
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In Memory 

 
 
We said goodbye to some long-time LEEF members this past year.  Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to their families and friends. 
 
Ms. Peggy Hill is with the angels. She was taken to Manatee Memorial in December and they were 
not able to resuscitate her. The family will be down in early February, and the memorial will be at 
that time. This was sudden and unexpected. We knew she was not feeling well, but never expected 
this. Ms. Peggy was a long time LEEF member of the West Central region. 
 
Mr. Roy I. King died in his home the day before Thanksgiving.  Roy was a longtime, active LEEF 
member and served as president and in other positions on the leadership board.  His many EE 
activities around Florida led to the Golden LEEF Award for his outstanding contributions to 
environmental education.  

Mr. Ned Webster We are sorry to bear the sad news of the passing of Ned Webster, a longtime 
LEEF member and friend to many of us.  He shared his love for the ocean as an outstanding 
environmental and marine educator.   

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/education/plantcamp2018.shtml
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Southeastern Environmental Education Alliance 

The Southeastern 
Environmental Education 
Alliance (SEEA) is a network 
of state affiliates of the North 
American Association for 
Environmental Education 
(NAAEE) located in the 
southeastern region of the 
U.S. Member states include 
AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, 
and TN. 
 

The mission of the 
Southeastern Environmental 
Education Alliance (SEEA) is 
to provide southeastern state 
environmental education 
associations and their 
members with valuable 
networking and 
communication opportunities 
that lead to greater success 
for all. 

LEEF has been involved with 
SEEA for over four years.  It 
has been a great opportunity, 
partnership and collaboration 
and brought additional 
resources to our organization.  
We are looking forward to 
hosting members at our 
March conference from the 
different states involved with 
SEEA.  We hope to see you 
there! 



2017-18 LEEF Board Members 

LEEF Board of Directors 
President: Dustin Angell 
Past President: Barbara Stalbird 
President-elect: Andrea Anderson 
Secretary: Robin Reccasina 
Treasurer: Vicki Crisp 
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We hope you enjoyed this issue of the LEEFlet. Please 
consider submitting an article, news, events, or photos for 
future issues. Email submissions to leef.florida@gmail.com  
for upcoming issues. 

LEEF advances environmental literacy and promotes 
stewardship through excellence in environmental education. 

Stay Connected with LEEF! 

Visit our website: http://leef-florida.org 
Find us on Facebook http://facebook.com/leef.florida 
Follow us on Twitter @LEEF_Florida 
Contact us leef.florida@gmail.com  
 

LEEF is a non-profit organization, a member of the Southeastern Environmental 
Education Alliance, and the Florida affiliate for the  

North American Association for Environmental Education 

Non-Voting Members of the Board 

Project Wet: Eileen Tramontana 
Grants: Vacant 
Membership: Andrea Anderson 
FL Environmental Literacy Plan: Vicki Crisp 
SEEA Representatives:  

Sarah Davis, Tracey Ritchie 
Webmaster: Dolly Cummings 
Parliamentarian: Eileen Tramotana 
 

Directors-at-Large 
Policy and Procedures: Nan Owens and Lori 
Nicholson 
LEEFlet/Website: Sarah Davis and Maria Minno 
 

Regional Directors 
Big Bend Panhandle: Vacant 
Crown: Christie Harrod 
East Central: Barb Gugliotti and Mark Miller 

North: Leslie Straub 
Southeast: Megan Harris 
West Central: Vacant 

South: Dawn Miller-Walker 
Southwest: Lisa Andrews 
 
  
 


