
 

Message from Your President 
 

Greetings LEEF Members, 

Summer is upon us and I wish everyone well on their camps, classes, workshops, and 
events. I’ve only been your president since March, but in that short time I’ve been inspired 
by the passion and new ideas coming from our board. I want to share with you ten of the 
significant decisions and projects we are working on.  

Strategic Planning: The board is working on a new strategic plan with the professional 
assistance of Ashley Hoffman, Executive Director of the Southeastern Environmental 
Education Association (SEEA). This is a perk of LEEF’s participation with SEEA.  

 
Board Structure Refocus: We are reviewing the structure and role of board positions. 

We may keep our current regionally focused positions or adopt new positions related 
to expertise areas like formal, informal, academic, young children, etc.   

 
New Branding and Logo: Today’s digital media and tech savvy world necessitates that 

groups like LEEF brand themselves with specific colors and fonts and use mobile 
device friendly logos. Cortland Brennan, a NYC art director and professional graphic 
designer, is offering his services pro bono.  

 
New LEEF Website: We aim to have a new website by the time of our next conference 

in March, 2018. The site will be professionally designed, mobile device friendly, and 
should include some new membership features (Continued on next page). 
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Social Media Strategy: In order to better promote the EE profession and maintain mission related 
messaging, we are developing our first social media strategy. 

 
Hiring Project Coordinators: We have hired two Project Coordinators, the husband and wife 

team of Randy and Ondine Wells. They are working on the following: 1) Create a directory of 
EE professionals and potential supporters, 2) Find sponsors for our next conference, and 3) 
Coordinate a Florida Environmental Literacy forum with interested stakeholders. 

 
Participating in SEEA: Each year our partnership with the other southeastern states brings new 

benefits. Our participation with SEEA has brought us travel grants and networking 
opportunities,.  Now we have acquired additional grant funding that we will use to help with 
capacity building. The opportunity to co-host the next SEEA conference is going to be a 
wonderful opportunity to showcase Florida and the great work we are doing in Environmental 
Education. 

 
Participating in NAAEE: LEEF is the Florida affiliate for the North American Association for 

Environmental Education. NAAEE has gone through a resurgence in recent years, and LEEF is 
benefitting from their experience. LEEF members have received travel stipends and access to 
their professional staff. In addition, all EE professionals can use their free online eePRO 
resources. 

  
The Florida EE Hub: LEEF aims to be the hub that connects all of Florida’s EE players.  The 

board is currently strategizing on how LEEF can bring different professional groups together to 
create a culture of shared messaging and resources. 

 
New Membership Pricing: Here are the new LEEF membership fees starting in August: 

Individual $35 ($25 off with student discount), Family $55, Organizational $90, and Lifetime 
$350. 

These are exciting times for LEEF. Thank you for your trust in me. I promise to do my best for LEEF’s 
future. 

Dustin Angell, LEEF President  

 
Highlights from the LEEF Board Retreat Meeting and Strategic Planning 
 
During the May 28-29 LEEF Board of Directors’ Retreat, the Board addressed the following: 
 
The Board revised the membership fee schedule to become effective when the new fiscal year begins 

on August 1, 2017:  
   
 Individual - $35 
  Family - $55 
 Organizational - $90 
 Lifetime - $350 

 

President Letter continued 
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May Board Retreat Highlights 



May Board Retreat Highlights continued 
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The membership will have several notices about renewal options prior to the fee increase.  Along 
with the membership discussion, the Board voted to use a commercial software program, Wild 
Apricot, to handle LEEF’s membership and communications tasks. 

 
LEEF has received a $4000 grant through SEEA and the Pisces Foundation to use for expanding 

capacity (building our effectiveness and sustainability in continuing our mission)!  
  
LEEF’s new website should be finished by the 2018 spring conference. 
 
LEEF’s revised logo options and a new Branding Style Guide/Communications Guide should be 

ready for Board review by the next Board meeting in August. 
 
The Board again renewed its commitment to be a 100% giving Board; each member of the Board 

was asked to contribute a monetary donation to demonstrate fidelity to LEEF’s mission, vision, 
and objectives. 

 
Board meetings will now be held on recurring dates: the third Saturdays in January, May, and 

August. The next Board meeting is August 19 at Archbold Biological Station and all LEEF 
members are invited to attend. 

 
LEEF has contracted with Randy and Ondine Wells of Gainesville to provide assistance to LEEF 
with important tasks for the next several months in the following ways: 
 

 Develop a statewide stakeholder directory to be used for marketing and membership 
development.  The directory will include organizations in each county in Florida that offer 
environmental education programs. Individual records will include organization name, address, 
phone, website URL, contact title, name and email 

 

 Plan and implement a Florida Environmental Literacy Plan (FELP) stakeholder invitational forum 
to work with the FELP committee.  LEEF will plan and facilitate an event in an effort to introduce 
the FELP as well as to establish networking among those working with environmental education 
in Florida. LEEF has budgeted up to $1,500 to hold the event. 

 

 Assist the LEEF Conference Chair by managing speaker recruitment, seeking sponsorships, and 
rendering logistic support for the 2018 LEEF/SEEA Conference in St. Petersburg, FL.  The 
conference will include: 

 

 Research symposium 

 Field experiences 

 Keynote speakers 

 Concurrent sessions  

 Live and silent auction 
 

Welcome New LEEF Contractors  



The 2017 LEEF Spring mini-conference was held on March 18 at the Suncoast Youth 
Conservation Center in Apollo Beach, Hillsborough County. Registrants enjoyed a 
choice of fourteen presentations, including a wide variety of topics- from media 
recognition to the biology of sawfish; from summer camp logistics to wonderful 
environmental education activities for youth; from tasty session breaks to the 
lunchtime membership meeting. So much packed into just one day! Save the date for 
the 3-day LEEF/SEEA conference in 2018 in Pinellas County- March 16-18, 2018! 

Spring MINI-Conference Recap 
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Environmental Education in a Changing World 

March 16 – 18, 2018 in St. Petersburg 

 

The 2018 LEEF-SEEA Conference will be held in 
beautiful downtown St. Petersburg at the University of 
South Florida. We are so excited to be hosting SEEA 
at our LEEF annual conference and showcasing 
Florida Environmental Education. 

A Research Symposium will be held on Friday  at the 
Florida Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI).  

Concurrent Sessions will be on Saturday and a half 
day on Sunday at University of South Florida and the 
Hilton Bayfront. 

The Call for Presenters will open soon for the 
Research Symposium and conference presentations.  

 

Conference strands: 

 Increasing the 
Impact of EE by 
Applying Research 
to Practice 

 Science for 
Environmental 
Educators 

 Achieving 
Environmental 
Literacy 

 EE for 
Sustainability and 
Healthy 
Communities 

 EE Outside 

 

Conference Highlights: 

 Field trips 

 Nightly socials 

 Keynote speakers 

 Camping opportunities at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 

 Networking with environmental educators from FL, GA, AL, KY, MS, NC, SC, and TN 

SAVE THE DATE LEEF-SEEA Conference 2018  
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Highlights From Around the State 
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Environmental Education Survey 

Hello Environmental Educators of Florida! 

You are invited to take a short online survey about the environmental education work you are doing. 
This survey is part of a project run by Dr. Rebecca Johns at the University of South Florida St. Pe-
tersburg. The project is gathering data to get an overall picture of the types of non-formal environ-
mental education available in our state. This is not a human subjects project; no personal information 
is required. Instead, we are interested in learning about the types of environmental education pro-
grams you offer at your site! The survey will only take a few minutes, so we hope you will participate. 
If you have any questions, please email Rebecca at rjohns@mail.usf.edu. 

Here is the survey link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/lGHd0ED3OBrKPKgi2 

Join Vicki and Eileen on Monday July 31, 2017 9 AM—4 PM for the Project Wet and PLT Climate 
Change workshop sponsored by the Trout Lake Nature Center and LEEF, Instructors — Vicki Crisp 
and Eileen Tramontana Register ($20) by July 24 at—www.universe.com/wetclimate  

The North Region has been holding quarterly meetings to facilitate support for the region’s 
environmental educators.  For more information, contact Leslie Straub, North’s Regional Director. 

East Central Region members have been receiving e-blasts from co-directors Mark Miller and Barb 
Gugliotti to keep them up-to-date on regional opportunities and resources.  Barb and Mark 
conducted a combined Project WILD, Project Learning Tree, and Project Aquatic WILD training in 
February, hosted by the Verdi Eco-school and the Derek Gores Gallery in Eau Gallie, Florida. Forty-
two environmental educators participated and some from the West Central LEEF region.   You may 
want to ask to be put on their email list since they send out great information.   

Southwest regional director Lisa Andrews shared that Big Cypress National Preserve is looking for 
Interns and Volunteer RV couples to work in their Environmental Education Program October 2017 
through March 2018.  View the position descriptions and apply through https://www.volunteer.gov/ 
 

Over 11,000 2
nd 

- 12
th
 graders attended the Collier County Public Schools Teacher Specialist 

Programs this past school year.  The programs focus on the Southwest Florida environment and the 
Big Cypress Swamp Watershed.  Participating organizations  include Big Cypress National Preserve, 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida, Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, Crew Land and Water Trust, 
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, Naples 
Botanical Gardens, Tigertail Beach, Naples Zoo.  Many of these 
programs have been in place for nearly 20 years! 
 
LEEF’s South Regional Director Dawn Miller-Walker and 
LEEF’s Secretary Robin Recassina  (pictured right) helped in 
the facilitation of the Southeast Regional Envirothon for Palm 
Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade counties. If you have never 
attended an Envirothon, check them out and volunteer to help 
at an event in your area. South Florida has had many Green 
Award ceremonies to recognize environmental stewards.  If you 
know someone that deserves an award; if so, contact Dawn 
Miller-Walker in the South Region.   

mailto:rjohns@mail.usf.edu
https://goo.gl/forms/lGHd0ED3OBrKPKgi2
http://www.universe.com/wetclimate
https://www.volunteer.gov/
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Likin’ Lichens 

Fiona Southwell, Big Cypress National Preserve Education Ranger 

At some point in our lives, we have all undoubtedly walked past a tree that was growing blotches of 
what looks like paint or patches of a crusty, flaky substance.  This substance that is sometimes 
mistaken for trail blazes is known as lichen! Though lichens may not seem like much at first glance, 
they are very complex organisms! Lichens are so complex that some consider them to be small 
ecosystems, and these small ecosystems 
are found all over the globe! In fact, about 
6% of the world is covered by over 20,000 
kinds of lichen! But, what makes them so 
complex? 

Lichens are considered to be a symbiotic 
relationship between either fungi and algae, 
or fungi and cyanobacteria. The fungal 
component of lichen benefits from the alga 
because it photosynthesizes and provides 
food for the fungus. The algal component of 
lichen benefits from fungus because it 
provides a substrate for it to anchor to. So, 
we can say that Alice Algae and Freddy 
Fungi took a likin’ to each other in this 
mutualistic relationship.  

Lichens as Bioindicators 

These complex organisms that are found 
adorning everything from trees to statues are 
also valuable bioindicators, or living things 
that elicit a clear response to changes in 
environmental conditions. Lichens are 
particularly sensitive to changes in air 
quality, making them fantastic bioindicators 
of air pollution. Sulfur dioxide, a gas released by coal burning power plants, affects lichens the most 
directly. A great example of the effects of sulfur dioxide can be found in Great Britain. One third of 
England and Wales have lost nearly all of their epiphytic lichens, mostly due to sulfur dioxide that 
comes from coal burning power plants. It is possible that changes in lichen communities are caused 
by other environmental factors, but there is evidence that lichens that previously disappeared from 
polluted cities returned when air quality improved.   

The sensitivity of a lichen species to air pollution depends on the pH level of the substrate it grows 
on. Alkaline substrates, or substrates that are better able to neutralize acids, such as basic 
limestone or bark, are able to counteract the effects of sulfur dioxide better than acidic substrates. 
When acidic rain falls on substrates that are harboring lichens, lichens that are not very tolerant to 
pollution will die off and be replaced by a more tolerant species. This is why in some areas with high 
levels of air pollution, lichens are only found on basic substrates that are able to counteract the 
effects of acidic air pollution.  



Lichen Transects 

To figure out if lichens are affected by air pollution in 
your area, you can create a lichen transect! Before 
creating a lichen transect, it is important to know the 
three main types of lichen growth forms. Fruticose is a 
shrubby, 3D form of lichen. It looks similar to Spanish 
moss and is the most sensitive to pollution. Foliose is a 
leafy form of lichen. Foliose is less sensitive to air 
pollution than fruticose, but more sensitive than 
crustose, the last of the three main types of lichen. 
Crustose, as its name implies, is a crusty form of lichen. 
It is flat, and often hard to remove from surfaces. This is 
the form of lichen that closely resembles paint. Crustose 
is the most sensitive form of lichen. If there is little 
presence of fruticose lichen but high presence of 
crustose lichen, you may infer that there are high levels 
of air pollution present.  

By creating a lichen transect, you can survey the 
different lichen growth forms present in an area as well 
as 

the amount of lichens found in an area. Percent 
of cover can be calculated using a transparency 
grid. Your results can help you to determine the 
environmental factors that may be affecting your 
local lichen communities. Creating lichen 
transects is a great way to get high school aged 
students exposed to the outdoors and to get 
them versed in transects and monitoring.  

The procedure for creating a lichen transect and 
analyzing results can be found at: 

https://staff.concord.org/~btinker/gaiamatters/
investigations/lichens/procedure.html 

Not only are lichens beautiful to observe in 
nature, they are fascinating, complex organisms 
that can tell us what is happening in local 
environments. Lichens are inexpensive, useful 
bioindicators that are found all around us. They 
teach us not only that nature is more than meets 
the eye, but that we can learn a lot about the 
natural world and what is affecting it by taking a 
closer look.  
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Likin’ Lichens continued 

https://staff.concord.org/~btinker/gaiamatters/investigations/lichens/procedure.html
https://staff.concord.org/~btinker/gaiamatters/investigations/lichens/procedure.html
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Conference Opportunities 

 

 2017 NAI National Conference 

Spokane, Washington 

November 14-18, 2017 

 

Association for Nature Center Administrators 

Future Meetings: http://www.natctr.org/meetings/regional-meetings.html  

Past Meeting: A meeting at Polk's Nature Discovery Center was held on May 5, 2017. We looked 
at roles of Nature Centers in Ecotourism, working with ecotour operators, local visitor bureaus, and 
trails, with guest speaker Herb Hiller, President of St. Johns River-to-Sea Loop Alliance.  

 

Florida Association of Science Teachers—FAST Conference 

October 19-21, 2017   

The next conference will be at the  

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel at the Entrance to 
Universal Orlando 

5780 Major Blvd, Orlando, FL 32819  

 

 

 

Mark you calendars for Puerto Rico October 17 - 
21, 2017 https://naaee.org/conference 

The NAAEE 46th Annual Conference will build on 
more than four decades of work in our field to 
think creatively and collectively about how we 
can create a more sustainable future. Jane 
Goodall will be the opening night keynote 
speaker.  

http://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Events/NAI_National_Workshop/nai/_events/NAI_National_Workshop.aspx?hkey=881321c0-ef64-4783-84bb-67a3edcc12e3
http://www.natctr.org/meetings/regional-meetings.html
http://www.polknature.com/polk%27s-nature-discovery-center/welcome
https://fastscience.wildapricot.org/
http://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Events/NAI_National_Workshop/nai/_events/NAI_National_Workshop.aspx?hkey=881321c0-ef64-4783-84bb-67a3edcc12e3
https://naaee.org/our-work/programs/conference
https://naaee.org/conference


2017 LEEF Board Members 

LEEF Board of Directors 
President: Dustin Angell 
Past President: Barbara Stalbird 
President-elect: Andrea Anderson 
Secretary: Robin Reccasina 
Treasurer: Vicki Crisp 
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We hope you enjoyed this issue of the LEEFlet. Please 
consider submitting an article, news, events, or photos for 
future issues. Email submissions to leef.florida@gmail.com  
by  August 10, 2017 for the next issue. 

LEEF advances environmental literacy and promotes 
stewardship through excellence in environmental education. 

Stay Connected with LEEF! 

Visit our website: http://leef-florida.org 
Find us on Facebook http://facebook.com/leef.florida 
Follow us on Twitter @LEEF_Florida 
Contact us leef.florida@gmail.com  
 

LEEF is a non-profit organization, a member of the Southeastern Environmental 
Education Alliance, and the Florida affiliate for the  

North American Association for Environmental Education 

Non-Voting Members of the Board 

Project Wet: Eileen Tramontana 
Grants:  
Membership: Andrea Anderson 
FL Environmental Literacy Plan: Vicki Crisp 
SEEA Representatives:  

Sarah Davis, Tracey Ritchie 
Webmaster: Dolly Cummings 
 

Directors-at-Large 
Policy and Procedures: Nan Owens and Lori 
Nicholson 
LEEFlet/Website: Sarah Davis and Maria Minno 
 

Regional Directors 
Big Bend Panhandle: Jackie Zimmerman 
Crown: Christie Harrod 
East Central: Barb Gugliotti and Mark Miller 

North: Leslie Straub 
Southeast: Megan Harris 
West Central: Bekkah Marshall 

South: Dawn Miller-Walker 
Southwest: Lisa Andrews 
 
  
 


